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belief I have previously expressed, that it is only from the con- 
sideration of an aggregate of characters that we can expect to 
reach our goal, and that we are on no account to be discouraged 
in our attempts to attain our ultimus finis by the difficulty of the 
task. 

Professor Huxley informs me he is still continuing his labours 
on the Sauropsida; and I am sure all will be glad to hear it. I 
have not dwelt upon the Coceygomorphe, the proper division of 
which certainly presents as difficult a problem to solve as any 
group does. For the present they are left in four groups, sepa- 
rated by the external characters of their fect, the first and last 
of which groups are formed respectively of the Coliide and Tro- 
gonide ; the second contains the Musophagide, Cuculide, Buc- 
conide, Rhamphastide, Capitonide, and Galbulide; while the third 
is made up of the Alcedinide, Bucerotide, Upupide, Meropide, 
Momotide and Coraciide. Prof. Huxley, however, seems to 
think that it may hereafter be desirable to separate these four 
groups still more widely, and in that case would retain the title 
Coccygomorphe for the second. 

I here close these remarks, many of which I well know are far 
from being adequate to the subject. I would fain hope that the 
classification I have dared to criticise will obtain the closest at- 
tention of ornithologists ; and there is, of course, plenty more to 
be said about it. Though I have ventured to impugn some of 
the main principles on which the scheme is founded, I am not 
at all sure that it may not at last be generally adopted; but even 
if such be not the case, I am quite sure it will not be the least 
of the services rendered to science by the present occupant of 
the Hunterian Chair. 


Magdalene College, Cambridge, 
16 December, 1867. 


X.—Notices of Recent Ornithological Publications. 


1. Ene.uisuH. 


The promised translation of Nitzsch’s ‘ Pterylographie,’ which 
we some time ago announced (Ibis, 1865, p. 118), has at length 


Recent Ornithological Publications. oF 


been issued by the Ray Socicty *, and English-reading naturalists 
have it in their power to become conversant with the important 
branch of Ornithology of which it treats. We trust they will 
not neglect the opportunity. The work has been most carefully 
translated by Mr. W.S. Dallas, and is admirably edited by Mr. 
P. L. Sclater, who remarks in his preface :—“ It was with no 
little satisfaction that I obtained the consent of the Council of 
the Ray Socicty to undertake the publication of an English 
translation of the present work, believing as I do that it is one 
of the most valuable and suggestive works on pure Ornithology 
ever published. Ever sidem became acquainted with the im- 
portant nature of Nitzsch’s researches as here given, I have not 
ceased to wonder that the subject has not been taken up by 
succeeding Ornithologists. How this may haye occurred in 
England it is not difficult to understand. But that not one of 
the many German Ornithologists, having this excellent basis to 
start from, should have continued the investigations of their 
illustrious compatriot, is indeed surprising. 1 trust, however, 
that the republication of Nitzsch’s Memoir in its present form 
may induce some of the many enterprising Naturalists of the 
present day, either in this country or abroad, to follow up the 
work, as, until this is fully accomplished, we can never hope to 
arrive at a correct knowledge of the affinities of this very difficult 
class of Vertebrates.” 

Grateful as we are to the Ray Society for thus affording us 
so valuable an assistance as a translation of this work—the first 
on Ornithology they have published in the three-and-twenty 
years of their existence, we should have been still more obliged 
to them had they condescended to consult the convenience of 
those who will have to use it. The original work of Nitzsch, 
edited after his death by Prof. Burmeister, appeared in quarto 
form. The Socicty’s translation is in folio, and consequently 
as inconvenient for reading or reference as it was possible to be. 
Nor was there the slightest necessity for this change. The 
Society, as we before mentioned, by a great piece of good luck 

* Nirzscu’s Pterylography, translated from the German. Edited by 
Prin Lut ey Serana, M.A., Ph.D., PRS. London: 1867. Folio, 
pp. 178. 
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became possessed of the original plates of the work, from which 
impressions of the smaller size could of course have been as 
easily taken. Nay, more, as it appears to us, there was no 
reason why the impressions of the plates should not have been 
once folded, so as to permit the book to appear as an octavo, 
in which form it would have ranged exactly with the octavo 
series of the Society’s publications, and been thereby rendered 
as handy a volume as it now is cumbersome. 

Did our space allow of it, we would willingly attempt to give 
an analysis of the researches carried on, and an abstract of the 
results arrived at, by this indefatigable author, whose labours, 
as Mr. Sclater, in the passage above cited, shows, have been so 
unaccountably neglected. As a help to classification, in these 
days when long-established systems of ornithology are not 
exempt from Reform Acts, the investigations of Nitzsch must 
be regarded as of very high importance. 


We have much pleasure in congratulating Mr. Eyton on the 
completion of his great work*, the publication of which has 
been proceeding at uncertain intervals since it was last noticed 
in ‘The Ibis’ (1860, p. 419). He richly deserves the gratitude 
of ornithologists for thus persevering to the end in bringing out 
a volume the like of which has never been attempted; and the 
more credit is due to him, since we fear that he will never be 
reimbursed for the large outlay which the production of so great 
a work necessarily demanded. ` It is illustrated by upwards of 
one hundred and ten plates, drawn by Mr. Erxleben,—not the best 
artist for such a purpose, we will freely admit ; but, considering 
that hitherto a series of figures of the skeletons, or parts of 
skeletons, of birds has been a total desideratum by students of 
their osteology, we are by no means disposed to be captions in 
this particular, and we hail the completion of the work as sin- 
gularly opportune just now, when the attention ‘of so many 
ornithologists appears to be directed to the osteology of birds, 
with a view of arriving at a more natural classification of them. 
Nearly, if rot quite, all the specimens from which the various 


* Osteologia Avium; or a Sketch of the Osteology of Birds. By 
T. C. Evron, Esq., F.G.S.. Wellington, Salop: 1867. 4to. 
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figures are engraved are contained in Mr. Eyton’s extensive 
collection, and are so well selected that they give an almost 
complete series of the principal forms of bird-structure. 


Mr. George Robert Gray has brought out another of his 
useful “ Lists,” and this time treats of the Gallinaccous Birds*, 
of all groups perhaps that which required it most ; for it is many 
years since any author has published a list of the species show- 
ing their various synonyms. The present work exhibits several 
improvements upon its predecessors: for example, species not 
represented in the national collection are also enumerated 
(though references to the passages wherein they are described 
are not added, as might easily have been done) ; so that a very 
complete conspectus is furnished, which every ornithologist wall 
know how to appreciate. Adhering in the main to his old 
arrangement of the Order, Mr. Gray divides the Galline into 
seven Families :—Pteroclide, Cracide, Megapodide, Phasianide, 
Tetraonide, Chionidide, and Tinamide ; and descriptions of about 
a dozen new species of the last, as well as a few others in the 
remaining families, are given from types contained in the British 
Museum. Without going into details as to these, we may men- 
tion that the author has kindly informed us that he has since 
found Francolinus rovuma, described (p. 52) as new, to be iden- 
tical with F. grantii, Hartlaub (P. Z. 8. 1865, p. 665). We do 
not at all agree with Mr. Gray in the propriety of recognizing 
a family Chionidide, and still less in assigning the birds com- 
posing it to this Order. Chionis itself is most unquestionably 
allied to Hematopus, and Thinocorus and Attagis possibly to 
Actiturus ; but all these genera certainly belong to the great 
Plover-Snipe group, first combined, we believe, by Nitzsch 
under the name Limicole. 


The peninsula forming the ancient Duchy of Cornwall is not 
merely, according to the common ornithological view of it, to 
be regarded as a landing-place for stray birds from the south 

* List of the Specimens of Birds in the Collection of the Pritish 


Museum. By G. R. Gray, F.R.S. Part v. Galline. London: 1867. 
12mo, pp. 120. 
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and west, which make the Lizard or Land’s-cnd just as channel- 
bound ships do, but, we think, should also or even rather be 
looked upon as forming the corner into which autumnal 
visitants to Great Britain from the north and east are driven by 
their own migratory instincts in search of more plentiful food 
ora warmer climate. In this aspect Cornwall may be eom- 
pared to the pocket of a net spread out over the whole island, 
in which are caught and temporarily detained, not only the 
hundreds of Woodcocks which render the county dear to the 
sportsman, but numerous other birds of various species—all 
diffident of trying their luck on a further voyage “ westward 
ho!” Consequently the Cornish ornis deserves a very close atten- 
tion from those who wish to study and advance our knowledge of 
the distribution and movements of British birds. The two little 
works whose titles are cited below* afford some useful mate- 
rials towards this desirable end; but, without any wish to 
undervalue the labours of their respective authors, we must say 
that many of the statements they contain seem to require more 
critical examination than has hitherto been bestowed upon 
them, before they can be thoroughly accepted; and we hope 
the time may not be far distant when some Cornish ornitho- 
logist shall do for his county what Mr. Stevenson has done and 
is doing for Norfolk. Neither Mr. Rodd nor Dr. Bullmore 
have, it appears to us, fully appreciated what is required of a 
faunist in these days; and though we are very grateful to them 
for their extremely serviceable lists, the manner in which they 
are drawn up convinces us of the truth of what we have ad- 
vanced. Each of these gentlemen has kindly sent us a copy of 
his publication ; and to Mr. Rodd we are especially indebted for 
adding to his copy manuscript notes of considerable value. He is 
well known as having been a most diligent seeker after rarities ; 

* A List of British Birds, as a Guide to the Ornithology of Cornwall, 
especially in the Land’s-end District; with remarks on the Capture, 
Habits, &c. of some of the rarer species. By Epwarpd Hearre Ropp, 
Esq. London and Penzance: 1864. 8vo, pp. 42. 

Cornish Fauna, a short account of all the Animals found in the County, 
with descriptions and remarks on the habits of many of the rarer Birds, 


Fishes, &c. procured during the last six years. By W. K. BULLMORE, 
M.D. &e. Part one. Vertebrata, Truro: 1867. 8vo, pp. 64. 
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and his “ List,” in which the specimens that have found their 
way to his collection are marked, shows the success which has 
rewarded him in that character. Dr. Bullmore seems to have 
taken the field more recently ; but we trust he may in time meet 
with the same good fortune as his fellow-countyman. 


All readers of “The Ibis,” who have been from its com- 
mencement so much indebted to Mr. John Heury Gurney, will 
be glad to find that his ornithological tastes and zeal are fully 
inherited by his son, already a contributor to our pages. In 
the autumn of 1866, Phalaropus fulicarius appeared in this 
island in very large numbers; and Mr. J. H. Gurney, junior, has 
been at some trouble to collect from various sources the records 
of its occurrence, publishing the results of his labours in a 
pamphlet illustrated by a map*. Of course this unwonted 
immigration was followed by the usual amount of unnecessary 
and unjustifiable slaughter of the innocent visitors. August 
20th was the earliest date on which the species was observed, 
and October 8th the latest; but the greatest number of 
victims were destroyed between the 15th and the 25th of 
September inclusive. Adults as well as birds of the year were 
obtained, to the number probably of not less than 250 altoge- 
ther, and chiefly in the south of England. 


Mr. Layard’s work +, which we have been anxiously expecting 
for some months past, has, to our joy, at length appeared; and 
we hasten to tender our thauks to the author for it. We do 
not intend now to say more about it; for we are promised, by 
one of our most valued contributors, an extended notice of it, 
which we hope to include in our next Number. Meanwhile we 
earnestly recommend our readers to obtain the ‘ Birds of South 


* A Summary of the occurrences of the Grey Phalarope in Great 
Britain during the autumn of 1866. By J. H. Gurney, jun. London: 
1867. 8vo, pp. 24. 

t The Birds of South Africa, A Descriptive Catalogue of all the known 
Species occurring South of the 28th parallel of South Latitude. By 
Encar Leorotp Layarp, F.Z.S. &c, Cape Town: 1867. (London, 
Longmans.) 8vo, pp. 382. 
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Africa,’ and make themselves familiar with its pages. We are 
sure they will find it a most useful work; and they will be able 
to follow much more satisfactorily the remarks of our reviewer. 


2. FRENCH. 


In the second volume of the ‘ Bulletin’ of the “ Nouvelles Ar- 
chives du Muséum,” our friend M. Jules Verreaux describes 
and figures three new species of birds. They are :—Tanysiptera 
riedeli, from an unknown locality in the Malay Archipelago ; 
Myiobius latirostris, from St. Lucia, in New Granada; and Cen- 
tropus lafresnayanus, from Madagascar. The types of the first 
two are contained in the Paris Museum; the specimens upon 
which the last is founded were discovered by the author in the 
collection of the late Baron de Lafresnaye; but other examples 
of it have been since obtained on the east coast of Madagascar 
by M. Grandidier. Prof. Schlegel, however (P. Z. S. 1866, 
p. 424), considers it identical with the common C. tolu. 

The Editor of our respected contemporary, the “ Revue et 
Magasin de Zoologie’ (1867, pp. 78-80), has done us the 
honour of noticing and partly reproducing some remarks which, 
on a former occasion (Ibis, 1865, p. 223), we made on the orni- 
thological matter contained in his Journal for 1864. So great 
is our obtuseness, that we are unable to perceive how they could 
with justice be cousidered to be an article “un peu acerbe.” We 
said that M. Marchand’s figures of nestling-birds were “ some- 
what coarsely drawn.” This assertion our reviewer does not 
deny; he only compares them, in this respect, to the representa- 
tive of a Solan-Gosling which appeared in ‘The Ibis’ (1866, 
pl. i.), and says that the plates in his Journal possess “ toutes 
les qualités de la plus grande vérité dans Vaspect des êtres 
quwelles font si bien connaître.” Whether the comparison is 
just, we leave fearlessly to the discrimination of ornithologists ; 
but, as we did not then question the fidelity of M. Marchand’s 
plates, we do not quite see why their accuracy should be urged 
as an excuse for the difficulty attending the artistic delineations 
of down-clad birds. If we were disposed to be over-critical, 
we might ask whether it was usual for the hallux in Pandion 
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halieetus to be placed on the outside of the foot (cf. R. Z. 1867, 
pl. 6), or whether this is a special case of the “ formes indécises 
et vagues,” mentioned by our reviewer; but it will be better to 
cease these amenities and to notice, as we can with satisfaction, 
the chief ornithological contents of the ‘Revue’ for the last 
two years. 

In the volume for 1865, besides a series of learned papers on 
the indications furnished by geology in explanation of the dif- 
ferences presented by existing faunas, in the course of which 
many ornithological facts are cited, Dr. Pucheran (p. 15) con- 
tributes a note on the Muscicapa tricolor of Vicillot, identifying 
it with the Rhipidura motacillvides of Vigors and Horsfield (Pr. 
Linn. Soe. vol. xv. p. 248), instead of with the Muscipeta mela- 
leuca of Quoy and Gaimard (Voy. Astrol. p. 180), as he had 
formerly (Arch. Mus. vol. vil. p. 357) done. The “ Causeries 
Ornithologiques” of M. Jules Vian are agrecable enough, our 
old friend Cuculus canorus coming in for a large share of them ; 
and this portion we would recommend especially to the notice of 
Messrs. Dawson Rowley and A. C. Smith. The theory of late 
chiefly identified by the name of Dr. Baldamus, or something 
approaching it, seems to be at least a hundred years old, and is 
said to be met with in Salerne’s ‘Ornithologie,’ a work we may 
say we have never seen, published in 1767. A curious associa- 
ciation of the nests of two birds of very different habits, Taurus 
viscivorus and Fringilla celebs, is the subject of another of these 
“yarns ” (pp. 131-133); and M. Vian attributes the practice, 
which he says is constantly to be observed in France, toa desire 
for mutual protection against the attacks of Magpies. Prof. 
Bianconi, of whose former studies on the tarso-metatarsus of 
birds meution has been made in ‘ The Ibis?’ (186-4, p. 3899), fur- 
nishes an abstract of his later investigations (pp. 47-49), which 
result in placing, according to him, zépyornis among the Vultures, 
a position, as it seems to us, untenable. M. Marchand continues 
his list of the birds of the Department of the Eure and Loir, as 
well as the series of figures of nestlings, as has been already 
hinted, and M. Olph Galliard his translation of Prof. Sundevall’s 
masterly criticisms of Levaillant’s ‘ Oiscaux Afrique, which are 
known to most of our readers (cf. Ibis, 1859, p. 321). There is 
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also represented M. Galliard’s original description of Rudicilla 
moussiert; but, from the silence maintained on the subject, our 
contemporary is apparently not aware that a good deal of addi- 
tional information respecting the species has been furnished in 
the pages of this Journal (Ibis, 1859, pp. 807, 416, 1860, pp. 
36 1-367, pl. xi.). To Dr. de Montessus we are indebted for an 
essay (pp. 869-389), very full of details and illustrated by two 
plates, on Montagu’s Harrier, Circus cineraceus, which forms 
almost a monograph of the species, though we must say we are 
not entirely satisfied with the account given of the different 
stages of plumage. 

The volume for 1866, besides continuations of certain of the 
papers above mentioned, and a few other articles of less im- 
portance, contains some remarks by MM. Alléon (pp. 273-277) 
and Vian (pp. 356-359) on the Aquila mogilnik of S. G. Gmelin. 
The subject, we think, requires further elucidation. M. Jules 
Verreaux (pp. 353-356) describes and figures, as new, Accipiter 
lantzi, from Madagascar, and Malacoptila castanea, from Bogota, 
the last of which, as we learn from Mr. P. L. Sclater, who has 
seen the type, is a very good species. M. Vian also continues 
his “ Causeries,” and treats (pp. 401-410) of the Anas glocitans 
and A. falcata of Pallas, respecting the first of which so many 
mistakes have been made. 


3. SwIss. 


The Swiss Ornithological Socicty has published a second in- 
stalment of its ‘ Bulletin’*, which contains matter hardly less 
interesting than the first, of which we spoke more than two years 
since (Ibis, 1865, pp. 530-532), as the following list of articles 
will show :— 

Sur le grand Corbeau (Corvus corax), par G. LUNEL. 

Lanius dubius, par le Dr. DEPIERRE. 

Mélanges: (I.) le Verderole (Calamoherpe palustris), 

(II.) le Martinet a ventre blanc (Cypselus alpinus), par V.FATIO. 

Nidification de l’ Orthotomus longicauda, par A. HUMBERT, 


Suppléments I., IL, par V. FATIO. 
Extrait des procès-verbaux des années 1865 et 1866. 


* Bulletin de la Société Ornithologique Suisse. Tome I. 2me partie. 
Genève et Paris: 1866. (London, Williams and Norgate.) 
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Dr. Depierre’s Lanius, though honoured by a specifie name, 
is considered by him to be only a hybrid between L. collurio and 
L. auricularis (L. rufus, Temm.); and the plate representing 
it inclines us to believe that the author is right. M. Fatio’s 
paper on Calamoherpe palustris gives some minute characters 
whereby that species may be distinguished from C. strepera, 
which, as our readers may know, very closely resembles it. We 
have heard a story of a collector who possesses a skin of one of 
these two birds that has made the tour of Europe, and has been 
almost alternately referred to either by each successive ornitho- 
logist to whom it has been submitted! May be this story is an 
exaggeration ; but its very existence as a story shows the diff- 
culty of distinguishing between preserved specimens of the two 
species; and if M. Fatio has succeeded in making the diagnosis 
clearer, he will have earned the thanks of ornithologists. The 
“ Analyses ” consist of some admirable abstracts, chietly, it would 
appear, by M. Humbert, of various papers, among which, as 
was the case before, we are pleased to see scveral from this Jour- 
nal, A variety of interesting information is also contained in 
the “ Procès-verbaux ” of the Society’s Meetings. In conclu- 
sion, we venture to suggest to our excellent Swiss brethren that 
in their next volume the pagination should be consecutive, and 
not, as in the present, distinct for each part. If they will do us 
the honour to follow our proposal, we are sure they themselves 
will speedily find how much more conveniently they can refer to 
any particular passage they may wish to cite, 


4, ITALIAN. 


Signor Antonio Riva has published a descriptive manual of 
the Birds of the Canton of the Ticino*, to which he has added 
the names of other species alleged to be found in Europe. Of 
the merits of this work, as a local fauna, we cannot pretend to 
speak. They easily may, and we would fain hope do, execed 
its merits in any other character; for the author does not scem 
to have made himself acquainted with the more recent emenda- 

* L'Ornitologo Ticinese, ossia Manuale descrittivo gli Uccelli di stazione 
e di passagvio nel Cantone Ticino, coll’ elenco nominativo e sistematico di 
quelli d'Europae della loro ordinaria dimora. Lugano: 1865, 8vo, pp. 590. 
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tions in the list of the European Ornis, and many of the errors 
of Temminck and other writers, which have been constantly 
exposed, are still copied. 


In 1865 was commenced a very magnificent work, having for 
its subject the birds which breed in Lombardy*, and as its author 
Signor Eugenio Bettoni. Weare very glad we delayed to notice 
this book; for the first two or three parts of it which came 
before us were decidedly inferior to their successors which we 
have now seen, and we can therefore speak in terms of higher 
praise than would have been possible before. A very consi- 
derable number of birds, with their nests, eggs, and nestlings, 
have already been well figured, and the letterpress has assumed 
a character far superior to what it at first promised. Some very 
good remarks on the distribution of birds in Lombardy will be 
found (pp. 14-16). We were not prepared for the information 
that Anthus richardi is one of the characteristic species of the 
Lombard plains; it had always been a puzzle to us whence came 
the examples of this species which so frequently occur in England. 
We ought to mention that we believe that the cost of publi- 
cation of this luxurious work is defrayed by the munificence of 
the Counts Turati, whose grand collection it serves to illustrate. 


Signor Gaetano Cara, the Director of the Royal Musenm at 
Cagliari, has very kindly forwarded us a copy of a pamphlet + 
in which he reviews, and, in some cases very severely, comments 
on Dr. Salvadori’s ‘Catalogue of the Birds of Sardinia,’ noticed by 
us some years ago (Ibis, 1865, p. 225), wherein that author made 
certain observations on, and corrections of, the ‘Ornitologia 
Sarda’ published by Signor Cara in 1842. We have here neither 
space nor, we must confess, inclination to follow Signor Cara 


* Storia Naturale degli Uccelli che nidificano in Lombardia, ad illustra- 
zione della raccolta ornitologica dei fratelli ErcoLr ed ERNESTO TURATI. 
Scritta da EvGrento Berronr. Con tavole litografate e colorate prese dal 
vero da O, DresstER. Fascicoli i.—xv. Milano: 1860-67. (London, 
Williams and Norgate.) Folio. 

T Osservazioni di GAETANO Cara al Catalogo degli Uccelli di Sardegna 
pubblicato dal Dottore Tommaso Salvadori. Cagliari: 1866. 8vo, pp. 152. 
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through his elaborate defence of the statements and opinions 
originally put forth by him, and controverted by Dr. Salvadori. 
The former has, we believe, resided in the island for a great 
many years, while the latter only visited it for a few months ; 
but we cannot, on that account, agree with Signor Cara in hold- 
ing cheap almost every assertion of Dr. Salvadori, who, as we 
have good reason to know, is a very keen observer, and who ap- 
pears to us on certain disputed points to be quite right. In 
many cases Signor Cara seems to have taken offence at his own 
statements being reproduced in other words by Dr. Salvadori, 
and appears unable to brook the fact of a stranger having ven- 
tured to write on the ornithology of what he considers to be his 
own peculiar domain. 
5. GERMAN. 

We have already briefly noticed (Ibis, 1867, pp. 245-216) 
Dr. Hartlaub’s Introduction to the work on the Ornithology of 
Central Polynesia, on which he and Herr Otto Finsch have been 
for some time engaged. The book has since been completed * 
and entirely fulfils our anticipations of it. It is one of the most 
valuable contributions to our knowledge of geographical orni- 
thology that has recently appeared, and adds largely to our still 
imperfect acquaintance with the Polynesian Fauna. The mate- 
rials on which it is based are chicily furnished by the rich zoo- 
logical collections formed for a much respected merchant of 
Hamburg, Herr Johann Cesar Godeffroy, by Dr. E. Griffe, of 
Zurich, in the principal islands of the Feejee and Samoan groups, 
and in Uea, or Wallis’s Island. The authors, however, have in- 
corporated into their work all previously recorded information 
on the same subject, and, as the titlepage shows, have likewise 
enlarged its scope so as to include the Tonga group, which 
has not yet been visited by Dr. Gräffe, and, in fact, has been 
little explored since the days of Cook. The result is an admi. 
rable treatise on the avifauna of a region concerning which no 
connected account previously existed. 

The elaborate Introduction deserves a fuller notice than we 

* Beitrag zur Fauna Centralpolynesiens, Orn thologie der Viti-, Samea- 
und Tonga-Inseln, von O. Fixscu und G. Hartiaus. Halle: 1867. 
(London, Williams and Norgate.) 8vo, pp. 290. 
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were before able to give, and enters very thoroughly into the 
peculiarities of Pacific ornithology, which is characterized, and 
that strongly, by the presence of such remarkable forms as 
Tatare, Erythrura, Leptornis, Sturnoides, Aplonis, Didunculus, 
Serresius, Phlegenas, Chrysena, and Prosobonia. Our earliest 
authorities on this avifauna are the naturalists who accompanied 
Cook on his first and second voyages, and after them the French 
scientific expeditions of the ‘ Astrolabe’ in 1836, and of the 
same ship and the ‘ Zélée’ during what is commonly called the 
“ Voyage au Pôle Sud.” But the most considerable increase of 
our knowledge in this respect is due to the United States’ Ex- 
ploring Expedition under Commodore Wilkes. The naturalists 
attached to this enterprise, Messrs. Peale and Pickering, obtained 
no less than fifty species of birds in the islands to which our 
authors devote their attention. Lastly, in 1859, Mr. G. R. Gray 
published bis ‘Catalogue of the Birds of the Tropical Islands 
of the Pacific, which supplies us with a general index to pre- 
vious ornithological observations in this part of the world, and 
with many new localities furnished by specimens in the British 
Museum. 

From these authorities, and from Dr. Gräffe’s recent investi- 
gations, we are now acquainted with about one hundred species 
of birds found within the limits to which our authors have re- 
stricted themselves. Of these, 59 are met with in the Feejees, 
48 in the Samoans, and 31 in the Tonga or Society Islands, while 
18 seem to be peculiar to the first group, 14 to the second, and 
4 to the third. 

The general character of the Central-Polynesian avifauna may 
be learned from the fact that, out of these 100 species, 37 are also 
common to Australia, among which are found such well-marked 
generic forms as Platycercus, Ptilotis, Monarcha, Myiagra, 
Myzomela, and Pachycephala; while, on the other hand, as in 
Australia also, the Picide and Bucerotide are entirely wanting. 
The two best-represented groups in central Polynesia are the Mus- 
cicapide with 12, and the Columbe with 11 species. Very many 
other interesting details are also given in this Introduction, 
which concludes with a carefully compiled Table of the birds of 
Polynesia generally, including altogether 172 species. 
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The main portion of the volume which succeeds furnishes us 
with a special account of the several birds of the Central-Poly- 
nesian avifauna. Each of them is succinctly described in Latin 
and German; and very full particulars of its synonymy, range, 
and other attributes are given. All this information has evi- 
dently been collected and put together in the most careful and 
conscientious manner; and notes upon the conjectured occur- 
rence of other species, and many incidental remarks, worthy of 
the reader’s attention, are likewise added. 

Fourteen coloured plates illustrate some of the most interesting 
novelties in eggs and birds described in the work. They form 
the portion of it on which we can dwell with the least satisfac- 
tion. It is true that the drawing is generally very fair; but 
the plates are harshly printed, and the colourmg (we fear we 
must use the only word which will fitly describe it) is daubed. 
The figures of eggs are especially failures in this respect, and 
are entirely wanting in character, which is the more to be re- 
grettcd as many of them belong to genera of which the eggs 
were hitherto quite unknown. This defect, however, is really 
the only fault we can find with the volume—though we may 
regret that it is not accompanied by a map of those groups of 
islands to which it particularly relates. Were this little addi- 
tion made, it would be one of the most perfect ornithological 
works with which we are acquainted. 


Dr. Julius Hoffmann has published a very good monograph 
on the Woodcock * (Scolopax rusticola) which shows that he 
has devoted himself to the subject with equal success as a na- 
turalist and a sportsman. He first gives a long and detailed 
description of the bird, particularly directing attention to a 
curious peculiarity of its bill, the upper mandible of which is 
capable of voluntary upward movement—a property that seems 
to have hitherto almost entirely escaped notice, but now suffi- 
ciently well established, and illustrated by a woodeut. He then 
treats of the perplexing variations which, as all sportsmen know, 
exist in the size, weight, and colour of individual examples, and 

* Die Waldsehnepfe. Ein monographischor Beitrag zur Jagdzoologie, 
von Dr. Junius WorrMann. Stuttgart: 1867. 8vo, pp. 151. 
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gives a schematic table in which these variations, as observed in 
a series of nearly forty specimens, are rendered very apparent, 
and serving to show that they are not dependent upon sex. Dr. 
lloffmann is a strong supporter of the doctrine of the “unity 
of the species” as regards the European Woodcock ; and we must 
say we quite agree with him. He afterwards considers in detail 
the habits, food, and mode of propagation of the bird. As to the 
exact manner in which Woodcocks carry their young to and from 
the feeding-grounds he is still in some doubt. We have our- 
selves had no experience in the matter; but a friend of ours as- 
sures us it is effected by the parent grasping the young between 
the tarsi, and holding at the same time the bill downwards and 
backwards under the young bird. A couple of chapters are ap- 
propriated to the geographical distribution and migration of the 
species, and to an account of the localities in which it passes the 
winter, while another couple or three are almost entirely taken 
up with sporting-matters. From old records the author shows 
that Woodcocks have sensibly decreased in number, owing, he 
says, to the extension of cultivation, the greater perfection of 
firearms, and the growing value of dead game through inereased 
facilities of transport. Finally the American species (Scolopax 
minor) is considered, much in the same manner, but at less 
length than the European, and chiefly from Audubon’s writings ; 


and thus ends this very good monograph on the natural history 
of “'Timber-doodles.” 


6. Dutcu anp BELGIAN. 


The ninth portion of the Catalogue of the Leyden Museum * 
has followed its predecessor with gratifying speed. It contains 
the conclusion of the Anseres, the Coraces, and the Urinatores. 
The résumé of the first shows that, according to Prof. Schlegel’s 
ideas, the group is represented in the Museum by 1225 spe- 
cimens, of which no less than 91 are skeletons and 1085 are 
mounted skins. The next group contains 1580, of which 113 
are osteological specimens,—and the last 419, of which 48 are 
osteological specimens. We feel called upon to remark, with 


* Muséum d'Tistoire Naturelle des Pays-Bas, par H. SCHLEGEL. Sme 
livraison. . Leyden: 1867. (London, Williams and Norgate.) 


Recent Ornithological Publications. Lil 


all deference to the author, that we think he is entirely mis- 
taken in placing the genera Coracias, Grachypteracias and Eury- 
stomus in the same group with the Corvide and Ortvlide—them- 
selves perhaps not very nearly related ; and we suspect that such 
a classification will satisfy few ornithologists nowadays.  Cyano- 
corax bellus (p. 50) is, as we are informed by Mr. Sclater, speci- 
fically identical with Pica mystacalis, Geoffroy (Mag. Zool. 1835, 
pl. 34), and is the Cyanocorax uroleucus of Ucine (J. f. O. 1860, 
p. 115). Prof. Schlegel gives no reason for assigning it a new 
name. Holding the opinions as to speeifie identity which he is 
known to do, it is not a matter of surprise to us to find that he 
“Jumps” together the eastern Cyanopica cyanea with the western 
C. cooki, nor the Syrian Garrulus melanocephalus with the Alge- 
rian G. cervicalis, though he allows, by the way, G. Arynicki to be 
distinct. Mr. Tristram has in this Journal (Ibis, 1866, pp. 61, 
62) so perspicuously shown the diagnostic characters of these 
last three forms, as well as how the confusion in their nomen- 
elature arose, that we cannot but think it is highly advisable to 
keep them separated. Speaking of the Blue Magpies, Prof. 
Schlegel admits that the differences between them are “ bonnes 
à indiquer,” though he considers them “de trop peu @impor- 
tance pour autoriser la séparation spécifique de ces oiseaux.” 
Will he kindly tell us what differences are sufficient for his pur- 
pose? We can assure him that we, and a good many other orni- 
thologists also, shall gladly reecive any such information as will 
enable us to draw a “a hard and fast linc” between two nearly 
allied species. Meanwhile we think we must be content with 
constant differentia, even if they are but slight ; and if they be 
coupled with distinctness of habitat, we must not only be con- 
tent but gratefully reecive them as specific characters. 

Among his Urinatores, Prof. Schlegel, following the usual arv- 
rangement, places Heliornis, including Podoa and Podica. This 
is an assignment to which we must demur. Dr. Jerdon men- 
tions (B. Ind. iii. p. 721) that the skeleton is quite that of the 
Rallide; while the opinions of Mr. Blyth and Col. Tickell 
(J. A. S. B. xxviii. pp. 415 and 455)—the latter of extreme value 
as embodying the authors experience of the habits of Podica 
personata—point to the same alliance. 
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There is one thing for which we must express our thanks to 
Prof. Schlegel. This is the first livraison of his useful ‘ Cata- 
logue’ in which he has been allowed by his publisher to consult 
the convenience of readers so far as not to leave a group incom- 
plete. We trust he will continue this excellent plan im future. 
It was too bad for his publishers, whatever may have been their 
motive for so doing, to make him break off in the middle of a 
sentence, as used to be the case, and let the purchaser wait for 
half a year or more for it to be finished. 


Herr O. Finsch’s excellent Monograph on the Parrots, of which 
the first volume* has appeared, having been published im 
Holland, must here be regarded as a Dutch work, though 
written in German. We shall abstain at present from giving 
an abstract of its contents; for we believe we may shortly ex- 
pect the second volume, when we hope to return to its consi- 
deration. Meanwhile let us say that, though in some details we 
may not altogether agree with the author, we can confidently 
recommend this work to our readers. From nearly every pos- 
sible point of view the Psittact are most admirably -treated, and 
all collateral subjects most elaborately handled. 


The ‘ Archives Cosmologiques’ of M. Dubois continue to add 
to the bewilderment of the Ornithologist. The second number 
contains a “ Note sur le Plautus impennis” by the Editor, in 
which are repeated several assertions respecting that species 
which have been more than once shown to be unfounded ; but 
the plate which accompanies the article represents the two very 
fine specimens of its eggs, the property of M. Demeezenaker, 
formerly mentioned in this Journal by M. Olph-Galliard (Lbis, 
1862, p. 302). The figures appear to be drawn somewhat larger 
than the natural size, though, not having seen the originals, we 
cannot be sure as to this point. Under the name of Tanagrella 
dubust, in the fourth number, M. Dubois describes and figures, 
as a new species, a bird which Mr. Sclater assures us is identical 
with the Chlorochrysa calliparia (Tschudi) of Ecuador (Cat. Am. 


* Die Papageien, monographise!: bearbeitet von Orro Fixscu. Erster 
Band. Leiden: 1867. (London, Williams and Norgate.) 8vo, pp. 361. 
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B. p. 61); and from that gentleman’s knowledge of American 
ornithology we have every confidence in the statement. 


7. NORWEGIAN AND SWEDISH. 


The Whale Islands, a group of variously-sized rocks lying off 
the southern limits of Norway, are the ficld which has been last 
investigated by Herr Robert Collett, of Christiania, a young 
naturalist of much promise; and he has published a short but 
sufficiently complete account of them from a biological point of 
view*, in which is included a list of their Fauna and Flora, with 
notes on the various species mentioned. As might be expected, 
from the proximity of these islands to the mainland, the birds 
oceurring on the former, to the number of nearly two hundred 
species, are almost the same as those which are commonly 
found on the latter; but one or two stragglers that do not 
seem to have been observed on the mainland have been met 
with on the islands. Still this little publicaiion is not without 
its use for inquirers into the geographical distribution of spe- 
cies, and it will add to the reputation of its author. 


The second volume of the ‘Handbok i Zoologie’ of HH. 
Widegren and Holmgren, comprises the first part of an account 
of the Birds of Scandinavia by the zoologist last mentioned t, 
which is very fairly executed. As a popular work on a sci- 
entific subject, we only wish we had one in this country as good ; 
for it certainly may be favourably compared with many books 


of far greater pretensions which have been produced for the 
benefit (?) of English readers. 


A work which claims to be, so far as the author knows, 
“the first attempt to bring Oology into system—the first 
attempt to treat that part of zoology scicntitically,’ certainly 


* Zoologisk botaniske Observationer fra I[valéerne af Ropertr CoL- 
LETT, Stud. jur. Christiania: 1866. 8yo, pp. 83. 

t Handbok i Zoologie fiir Landtbrukare, Skogshushallare. Fiskeriidare 
och Jägare. IT. Delen. Skandinaviens Foglar af Ava. Ear, TloLMGRren, 
Förra Häftet. Stockholm: 1866. 8vo, pp. 434. 

Ne S.— WOL. DV. l 
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demands our attention here. Such a work is one lately pub- 
lished by Herr Westcrlund* ; and the passage we have cited is 
a translation of part of the opening sentence of the preface. 
Had the author been aware of the existence of M. Des Murs’s 
‘Oologie Ornithologique,’ which several years ago was fully 
reviewed in ‘ The Ibis’ (1860, pp. 325-335), he would of 
course have qualified his assertion still more; for the scope 
of the present work seems to be much the same as that of the 
French Oologist, though this last treats the subject generally, 
while the book under notice is restricted, as its title shows, to 
the birds of Sweden and Norway. M. Des Murs separated 
eggs into six categories, according to their form; but Herr 
Westerlund is content to establish four, namely, (1) Ovate 
(ovata), (2) Oval (ovala), (3) Pear-shaped (pdronformiga) and 
(4) Spindle-shaped (spolformigt). We must confess we do not 
see the great advantage to be derived from pursuing this 
method, though we acknowledge that too much importance is 
often attached by oologists to colour as a character. The work 
is certainly carefully and conscientiously written—the author 
says he has been nine years about it; but there are a few 
statements in it which we cannot accept as facts, and he is not 
always correct in the derivations he gives for the scientific 
names of birds, as witness pomarinus and Phalaropus. 


8. AMERICAN. 


The ‘Annals’ of the New York Lyceum contain two more 
papers by Mr. G. N. Lawrence, in the first of which nineteen 
Aicrican birds are described as new, namely : —Euphonia purpu- 
rea, from an unknown locality, said to be allied to Æ. violacea ; 
Buarremon flavovirens, from Ecuador, Pitylus humeralis, from 
New Granada; Philydor virgatus, from Costa Rica, making the 
third species of the genus now observed north of the Isthmus 
of Panama; Thamnophilus tenuifasci.tus, from the Rio Napo, 
and T. nigrescens, from Venezuela, both belonging to the same 

* Skandinavisk Oologi. Utbredning, Bo och Ægg af Sveriges och 
Norges foglar, jemte Ornithologisk Exkursions-Fauna af CARL AGARDH 
WESTERLUND. Stockholm: 1867. (London, Williams and Norgate.) 
8vo, pp. 250. 
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group as T. doliatus; Myiodynastes superciliosus, from Costa 
Rica, allied to M. chrysocephalus, Tschudi, and no doubt the 
Hypermitres chrysocephalus, from the same country, of Dr. 
Cabanis (J. f. O. 1861, p. 246), who then noticed the dif- 
ference between the Costa-Rican and Peruvian examples ; 
Agleactis olivaceocauda, from Eastern Peru, which Mr. Salvin 
assures us, from a comparison of the types, is identical with 
A. caumatonota, Gould; Heliomaster spectabilis, from Costa 
Rica, which the same gentleman informs us is the female 
of a species of Eugenes and possibly of (though the bill is 
decidedly longer) Æ. fulgens, a bird however which has not 
yet been known to occur in that country ; Passerculus guttatus, 
from Lower California; Zonotrichia melanotis, Coturniculus mexi- 
canus, Hadrostomus albiventris, and Ortya graysoni, all from 
Western Mexico, of which the first is possibly the same as 
Hemophila humeralis, Cabanis, the second probably identical 
with Peucea botteri, Sclater, while the third is one of the many 
forms of Hadrostomus aglaie, Lafr., and, like H. affinis, Elliot, 
perhaps hardly to be considered distinct, the fourth is allied to 
O. pectoralis. The remaining species noticed in this paper are 
named by Prof. Baird, and are :—Saltator plumbiceps, from Ma- 
zatlan ; Pheucticus tibialis, from Costa Rica; Spermophila atriceps, 
from Mazatlan, allicd to S. torqueola ; Pyrgisoma aantusi, from 
Western Mexico, the description of which, Mr. Salvin tells us, 
fits very well a specimen recently sent by M. Boucard, but 
apparently identical with Melozone rubricata, Cab. (Mus. Hein. 
i. p. 140, & J. f. O. 1866, p. 234), if not the true Pyryisoma 
keneri, Bp.; and, finally, Dendrornis mentalis, from Western 
Mexico, allied to D. eburneirostris. 

Mr. Lawrence’s second paper contains descriptions of three 
Humming-birds, all from Costa Rica:—Doricha bryante, allied 
to D. evelyne and D. elize ; Orecopyra venusta, which Mr. Salvin, 
after seeing the type lent to Mr. Gould by Mr. Lawrence, 
assures us is identical with O. calolema; and O. cinereicauda, 
allied to O. leucaspis, but having a grey instead of a steel-blue 
tail. — 

Mr. Cassin’s ‘Third Study of the Jetertde’ has given rise 
to a most elaborate paper in the ‘Proceedings’ of the Phila- 

12 


iw 


116 Recent. Ornithological Publications. 


delphia Academy for April 1867, in which all the remaining 
species of the family known to the author are minutely and 
compsratively described. Among them, five are given as new— 
Icterus graysont, I. sclateri (=I. mentalis, Sclater, Cat. Am. B. 
p. 134, nee Lesson), J. salvini, and I. grace-anne. We could 
have wished that Mr. Cassin had bestowed on this last a spe- 
cific name according to the letter less, and according to the spirit 
more graceful. = 

On a former occasion (Ibis 1867, p. 126), we remarked on 
Mr. Lord’s observations regarding the asserted provident habits 
of Melanerpes formicivorus. He (‘ Nat. in Vancouver’s Island,’ 
i. pp. 289-292) doubted the Woodpecker’s ever feeding on 
acorns in winter; and it appears he is right in doing so. But 
still it would seem that the Woodpeckers do store up the acorns 
for all this; and the reason why is very interesting. It is thus 
given by Dr. C. T. Jackson in the ‘ Proceedings’ of the Boston 
Society of Natural History (vol. x. p. 227). 

“On the 4th of June I made an examination of the acorns 
which the Californian Red-headed Woodpecker so abundantly 
inserts into holes made in the bark of trees. Knowing that 
the bird is insectivorous, I did not believe the common opinion 
that the acorns were eaten by Woodpeckers. The acorns are 
always driven into the holes made to fit them, eup-end foremost, 
so that the pointed end only is exposed to view. They are 
packed in so tightly that it is difficult to extract them without 
the aid of a knife. On getting out some of these acorns, I 
found in them only the worm which had eaten up the kernel of 
the nut. Thus it would appear that the Woodpecker is able to 
select the infested acorn in which there is a minute and almost 
invisible egg, and puts the acorn into a hole in such a manner 
as to prevent the escape of the worm when it comes to maturity: 
as the worm can only cut through the softer portion of the 
shell at its base and not through the hard pointed end, so it is 
securely imprisoned until the Woodpecker calls for it. Smee 
there must be a limit in time as to the procuring of the infested 
acorns and to the existence of the worms in the nuts, and a 
sudden harvest of the worms would be obtained at a particular 
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time in the year, it seems probable that these birds lay up this 
store of food for their young, which must require a large supply 
of animal food ; for it has been shown by Dr. Treadwell that a 
young Robin eats about its weight of worms per diem. 

“ Although Woodpeckers are not gregarious, living in pairs 
and not in flocks, they in this case, from necessity, have to act 
on community principles ; for it would be difficult for any one of 
the birds to identify and defend his particular property, and the 
worm-harvest must be open to the whole community. Here, 
then, we have a fine example of instructive prévoyance in birds, 
and of provision made for their young. Every year millions of 
acorns are nicely packed into holes in the bark of trees, and 
even in the wooden ceilings of the porticoes of houses, where a 
crack enlarged is made capable of receiving an acorn. A lady 
told me that every morning during the acorn-season it seemed 
as if a hundred carpenters were at work hammering in the ve- 
randah of her house, so loud were the strokes of the Wood- 
pecker’s beak.” 


9. AUSTRALIAN. 


We had not anticipated that we should so soon have to 
announce the publication in Australia of an illustrated work on 
the ornithology of that country. Such, however, is now our 
pleasing duty ; and it is a noteworthy fact that Queensland, the 
youngest of the sister colonies, produces the subject of our 
present remarks*. The author’s intention, as announced in his 
Prospectus, is “to place within the power of all who wish to 
obtain it, an accurate and useful book of reference at as low a 
cost as willallow of its being published in a creditable manner.” 
In the Ten parts now before us, this intention is most satisfac- 
torily carried out. Each part contains six coloured plates, on 
which are in most cases very fairly depicted one or more birds 
or parts of birds; for Mr. Diggles, being desirous of having as 
many as possible of his figures the size of life, im many cases 
contents himself with a representation of the heads and shoulders 
only of his subjects. The letterpress might casily be fuller. 


* The Ornithology of Australia. By SYLVESTER DIGGLES. Brishane, 
Queensland. Imp. 4to, parts I.—X. 
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The Seventh Part contains a figure and description of a new 
Owl, Strix walleri, allied to S. delicatula, but much larger, of 
which Mr. Diggles says :— 

“This fine new species of Owl is now figured for the first 
time; and it is with much pleasure I name it after the discoverer, 
Mr. Eli Waller, of Brisbane, to whose large and valuable collection 
Iam so much indebted for most of my figures, and to whose 
scientific and extensive practical knowledge of the birds of Austra- 
lia, and energy and perseverance as a collector, I am happy to 
bear testimony. It does not often happen in a country so well 
searched as Australia, since the visit of Mr. Gould in the years 
1838, ’39, ’40, that so important and interesting a bird as the pre- 
sent is brought to light; and the fact of this new species having 
been shot in the immediate neighbourhood of Brisbane, may serve 
to encourage others interested in the study of ornithology (more 
especially in the newly settled districts, where novelties are 
mostly to be looked for) to endeavour to add their contributions 
to the very numerous and interesting fauna of their adopted 
country. Two specimens (a male and female) are in Mr. Wal- 
ler’s collection.” 

Concerning that rare species Fulco subniger, Mr. Diggles adds 
somewhat to our information. Mr. White and others have 
obtained specimens in South Australia, and Mr. Waller has 
shot one near Brisbane. This last gentleman subsequently saw 
another chased by a Haliastur sphenurus, which drove it off. 

Mr. Diggles’s undertaking deserves every encouragement. 
The parts of the work are published monthly, and cost only ten 
shillings each: their number, he believes, will not much exceed 
forty ; we trust that of his subscribers will be many times as large. 


XI.— Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed “To the 
Editor of ‘The Ibis.’ ”? :— 
Dobroyde, May 20, 1867. 
Sir,—I have lately shot adults and young of Pardalotus 
affinis, var., with a deep orange or red spot on the spurious wing. 
Both young and old birds have exactly the same coloured spot. 


